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Abstract: The reclamation of the Sundarbans and the introduction
of Islam in the Khalas Khan region during the Sultani era mark an
important turning point in Bengal's socioreligious development. A
lot of land reclamation work was done at this time, clearing
impenetrable mangrove forests to provide space for farming and
habitation. In this process, Muslim pioneers-including Sufi saints
like Khalas Khan-were crucial. In addition to helping the local
population convert to Islam, these figures also brought in new
cultural and social customs. In order to increase his power in
isolated areas, Khalas Khan built roads and tanks. Islamization of
the area occurred gradually as a result of the combination of
religious propagation and agrarian growth, which firmly ingrained
Islamic customs in the rural fabric. The Sundarbans periphery is an
important area in Bengali Islamic history because of the dual
dynamic of environmental change and religious growth that
created the foundation for a long-lasting Muslim presence there.

Key Words: Khalas Khan, Sundarbans, Sufism, Archeology,
Reclamation.
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Khan Jahan was clearly an effective leader, since superior
organizational skills and abundant manpower were necessary for
transforming the region’s formerly thick jungle into rice fields: the
land had to be embanked along streams in order to keep the salt
water out, the forest had to be cleared, tanks had to be dug for
water supply and storage and huts had to be built for the workers.
When these tasks were accomplished, rice had to be planted
immediately, lest a reed jungle soon return. These were all arduous
operations, made more difficult by the ever-present dangers of
tigers and fevers. *°
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South of this (the Baleshwar near Kachua) lies the great Sundabun
country, in which the work of reclamation has gone on from the
15th century with a slow but steady pace, and where human
energy, in a continuous fight with jungle, has driven the forest line
downwards, until at the present day nearly half of what was
formerly an unproductive and impenetrable woody waste has been
converted into smiling gardens of graceful palm and immense field
of waving rice. The earliest reclaimer of whom we have any trace
was Keswar khan, more widely known as Alg Khan Jehan Ali,
who flourished in the days when Nazir Shah was independent king
of Bengal (1426-1457 A.D) and who died when Babek shah has
succeeded to the throne of his father (1458 A.D).»
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earliest reclaimers of the Sundarbans and it is noticeable that even at
the present day cultivation has but little advanced beyond his
settlements near Bagerhat and at Amad.,” eqrR, &b T <N
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His clearings at the Kabadak near Amadi must have been

temporary; at least the comparatively recent discovery of Khan

Jahan’s Mosque there gave rise to the name of Masjidkur. South of

Amadi, also, due east of Iswaripur the 24 Parganas, the maps mark

the sites of ruins and attempts at colonization; and, on the whole,

in Jessore District, the jungle extends much more to the north than

in the 24 Parganas.**
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Another testimony regarding Khanja Ali's position | find in the
history | am about to narrate of Raja Pratapaditya. He came to the
country a century later, and it is stated that the land had, before
him, been occupied by a Mussulman ruler of the Khan race.**
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