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Abstract: Bakerganj was a vibrant region in eastern Bengal, enriched by
the abundant freshwater rivers that lead to the Bay of Bengal, making it a
truly remarkable and prosperous area. The District of Bakerganj: Its History
and Statistics by British administrator Henry Beveridge serves as a
significant primary source for understanding the socio-economic history of
this region. This paper examines the agro-craft economic development of
this land, highlighting the geostrategic location's role in achieving economic
independence for each farmer's family. This sort of economic stability
clearly empowered the people of the region to lead peaceful lives, despite
the challenges posed by natural disasters that obstruct economic
development. It decisively highlights how the British administration of the
land systematically impoverished the region, mirroring the effects seen in
other parts of the country and the subsequent development under colonial
rule including importing western education. Henry Beveridge's historical
account offers a comprehensive overview of the socio-economic conditions
in Bakerganj, which is a significant part of the history of Bangladesh.

Key Words: Agro-craft Economy, Geo-strategic Location, Socio-economy,
British Administration.
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Henry was thus a pioneer of that line of civil servants chosen not
by nepotism but on their academic merits, seeking not wealth but
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to serve their country in the best interests of India, who for nearly
a hundred years won the laurels they deserved. He was close
enough to the tradition which the new regime had been created to
abolish to be well aware of how necessary the reform had been.
For him and his contemporaries.*

@R FEIRErE IACTIG: IR IR A==t g Sopeet o_fgs 8ff
W2eT o0 oIS AT IR N ARG TSN |° (T o oA
ST TG (5¢U-dY0R) IFNCS FRFR I+ g S *e <igo ofv
qr IRPE Aewrom Tty AAfRbe | QI /T (deev-dvoe) WS
A O ATGRIER 5 OF JF O 3¢b8 I AGT AW IS
RIS FC @ ST G A | TRDR I AP 77 TG SIed (G
IR SIS el T 3 1° PRI Toredaed IR e e,
I SICH (AT AR | 7S AT G SReCs] I0AR ISR 8 @I ATSIF
Apder SR fofd @ T IR FCACRT | TSR AoF AE Fo
ICFTNGS TS IR GO TR Se* T qR e oft <=wreT
TR Reds #ffer 7@ oifFe qeeT Sorgre SRR (¢

@R @eifred T AN ARG ICFNG AN Ao ACHER
NPT SN T Az R oW FwRom Tew@m aweaw
o | fof farem g SrweE 8 Gifemima Sfyieet g Ifes |
TemeE o @G TG A NET I IEREN A O AN 9
TR (FRIE A 27 @R GF 2K e @S Inse e Afbfe
S FCE 1° @ (T LR P il T A1 7= oifd 31 =T ==
e Affoe e | @ el A g Sete @t oy wAfta wE
*fore =© IET vHaeR e I o e | §o Ifis ¢ 1Gs fi,
T 76 (3¢@0-du3Y) deby A IRFR TNel RIFATS @ P =1
0T ST AR, AT 8 I (IS 8 @) «f fom sAfasyef | Inyef sTreet
¢ Al e 1 7@ A4S @ (o qeE vR-fema T T | o
TAMCTT & ¥, ([OE @ (P WINhBIAT 9ol FACTS G-I
T @I g ¢ @ afsrfEe THaT A1 ABIT (@ geR Sy Koo
@1 YIS (FZ 0T T A 1

TP @ SRR FIPEAR HAbEER R O 8 O Fafiva AR[acd
TS 8 FRPT A2 QA S AOPT 8 TAK (FRIEH T9F 98 67 | @
R I ool Mge «f5R G wrereT oW | fofw e eztes
o (ot 9 s 49 (FreF T W gfeamael ot UF e To
S TS BC NS TR | GO o SRR TMH S EMcda




bo oz ARfe i

e foates @ e PRI MPFIM @ JEECS “Paradise of the
Countries” 07T WfSfR® FaCe " fofl @ were FAFA FTOANGCST
GG AR T e Pafte s @ wifwAer wmr e
TATAIE (SN, FOET, ST TN A= FIT AN (I 8 =7y ,
TACG-TTT 41 (F© B AR | AT AN Ao 20O TS Fom
TCST 9T AR O & I '8 Yo po AT AT PO WRCey 2o7e7 v
A | @ (@ GG AN 2o AT A @X 52T (SN G
AT ZCO ARSI Qe 23 A1 o | Ao IR @3 G e I
I ¢ A pA-JAPa (g ROTT 16 FCACR, @ AG-72I T Ao
SR R @ BITAE ST G SoPe VOea SRorael e | fofy @ srete
FAPA O (RS e e 1°

@A *Pre IRAR TR o 86 FNAREDET My AT
(SN AT Srow (&= F T8 TRWAR, AP FmeF @ I
T (IR @ TR [oewEr ), AR IR € TS (IRl 8
S *14T TAPTR | ST AN @ (ST Awed oo 8woo 3o &, fiy. 2
HOTR SRER (a9sa 37 6. f.) Sdftaas @ | Sbax A AR
S @ (G T TRAT T @R St b, 588 IR R-GORIRH PRI
SR SPETSI 32885 T, fEWAT LdeYs T, (& 808s T, 8 AT
VY8 TF 1 959 TR WECAF TR SCRA NG JCFANG G5 (Gl
RO e (+1tTe Svda I 788 Gt FIAFCAET TWMT AR | @ 77
e foet @2 (TR Qe *=27 @ @ [pifis miere | @ @@=
qEFe et foet Sy A T, wmME 7O 4@ S0 TN Qo TSR W
2 7 IRV A6 T A © F[Y P

TN (TR AT FfeRpT: f. @ i 9 e wifdE &fswet 36T Ty
forgd vk +d . afF @ wfafes 7@ (Analysis of the
Finance of Bengal)* M@ ©F W=t I FaCRA | QLT
@R @ @9 /G AP (SeeL-dvoe) NN AT GIeasETa
(3€00-3¢bS) SCbrR AT JCWIFE ST & (TETF SALGPR¥ FTHE IR
(T AFETA AFT & e ofde y5f6 s T wwrow qHpife
TTf0) wfe pwar AR Siige (& | oeifer Ta = 8a 6
R e offe @t T W 86 W= A1 A e R @ o,
STFANE AT A, . ERHEHE, 0. ¥EEweE ¢ 8. Wifvers | @ Ty
JRFACE I TS JEA-5RAr | 5T & @ (@@ TR 3941 I @ “the
whole sarkar now described was overwhelmed and laid waste by an




@ @IfareE IR IrFaeE b

inundation, and from the succeeding ravages of the Mugs continues to
this day in great part depopulated.’
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The reason why this trade in pots is so brisk is that the Bakarganj
earth is in general saltish and not suitable for pottery, and therefore
the inhabitants have to depend on other districts for their supply of
pots for household purposes and for the making of molasses.**
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oqPfE: H. Beveridge, op., cit., 252-253.
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The situation of affairs at this place obliges me to apply to your
honour for instructions for my further proceedings... Now, sir, I
am to inform you that | have obstructed them in. this place was of
great trade formerly but now brought to nothing by the following
practices. A gentleman sends a gomastah here to buy or sell; he
immediately looks upon himself as sufficient to force every
inhabitant either to buy his goods or sell him theirs, and on refusal
(in case of non-capacity) a flogging or confinement immediately
ensues. This is not sufficient even when willing, but a second force
is made use of, which is to engross the different branches of trade
to themselves and not to suffer any persons to buy or sell the
articles they trade in, and if the country-people do it, then a
repetition of their authority is put in practice; and again what
things they purchase, they think the least they can do is to take
them for a considerable deal less than another merchant, and
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oftentimes refuse paying that, and interfering causes an immediate
complaint. This and many other oppressions, more than can be
related, which are daily used by the Bengal gomastahs, is the
reason that this place is growing destitute of inhabitants. Everyday
numbers leave the town to seek a residence more safe, and the very
markets which before afforded plenty, do hardly now produce
anything of use, their peons being allowed to force poor people,
and if the zamindar tries to prevent it, he is threatened to be used in
the same manner.

Before, justice was given in the public cutcherry, but now every
gomastah is become a judge, and every one’s house a cutcherry;
they even pass sentences on the zamindars themselves, and draw
money from them by pretended injuries, such as a quarrel with
some of their peons, or their having, as they assert, stole
something, which is more likely to have been taken by their own
people; but allowing they were robbed, I believe no gomastah’s
authority extend so far as to take his own satisfaction on the
Government.®
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They are the first to feel the effects of the risings of the rivers and they are

full of low-lying land and swamps.** 2 255 ST @A 2= fil.
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J@: H. Beveridge, The District of Bakarganj: Its History and Statistics, (London:
Trubner & Co., 1876), 278-285.
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s@: H. Beveridge, The District of Bakarganj: Its History and Statistics,
(London: Trubner & Co., 1876), 329-330.
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5 Janet Beveridge, Beveridge and His Plan, (London: Hodder and toughton,
1954), 13.

X Janet Beveridge, Ibid.

©  Ghulam Husain Salim, Riyazus Salatin, (Calcutta: Baptist Mission Press,
1902), 41, 49.

8 Abul Fazl, Ain-i-Akbari, vol., I, (Calcutta: Royal Asiatic Society of
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