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Abstract: Reform movements in Bengal in the mid-nineteenth
century increasingly emphasized the transformation of women’s
status, with women’s education emerging as a central issue. While
Calcutta became the hub of women’s education, eastern Bengal
lagged behind due to conservative attitudes of the patriarchy
towards women’s education, purdah, child marriage, and deeply
rooted religious-cultural obstacles. Against this backdrop, the
spread of women’s education in eastern Bengal during the latter
half of the nineteenth century marked a significant social and
cultural shift, with the Brahmo Samaj playing a pioneering role.
This study examines the initiatives of the Brahmo Samaj of eastern
Bengal in promoting women’s education in this region between
1846 and 1900, exploring the socio-cultural contexts that shaped
these efforts and their impact on society. Methodologically, this
qualitative research employs historical and analytical approaches,
drawing on primary sources such as contemporary newspapers,
autobiographies of Brahmo leaders, and publications of the
Brahmo Samaj, as well as secondary works. The findings suggest
that the Brahmo Samaj identified women’s education as a
precondition for social progress and worked toward it through the
establishment of schools, curricular reforms, associations, and
public advocacy. These initiatives gradually influenced middle-
class attitudes though the process was marked by tensions between
concepts of colonial modernity and local religious-cultural
resistance. While the impact of the Brahmo Samaj was largely
confined to urban areas, educated middle classes, and followers of
a particular faith, the movement nonetheless laid the groundwork for
women’s informal and institutional education in eastern Bengal. In
the long run, these efforts became an important precursor and
guiding force to wider socio-cultural transformation of this region.

Key Words: East Bengal Brahmo Samaj, Women’s Education,
Social Reform, Religious Conservatism, Modernization of
Women.
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The Middle Schools, partly English and partly only vernacular, are

some twenty number, varying in type from a long established

school such as the Alexandra Girls' School at Mymensingh, with

ten teachers, and a Headmistress from the Isabella Thoburn College!

to one which has only six scholars beyond the Primary stage and

one mistress, but which must be raised in standard and type for the

sake of the district. The generosity of the native landowners is to be

noted in connection with these schools; in two cases a whole new

building and site have been acquired in this way.%
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