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Abstract: In 1971, British frontline newspapers were crucial in
influencing global public opinion against the massacre, violence,
and acts against humanity committed by the Pakistani army. The
majority of the newspapers advocated for peaceful political
accommodation and opposed the killings. The foreign journalists
tried to report on the atrocities using their own source and
diplomatic channel, despite being kicked out of the Hotel
Intercontinental by the Pakistani government on March 26, 1971.
For example, on March 26 and 27, 1971, Michael Laurant of the
Associated Press and British journalist Simon Dring surreptitiously
remained in Dhaka and monitored the situation. Later, British
journalists, including Peter Hazelhurst of Times and Colin Smith of
the Observer crossed the border into Bangladesh. Numerous
eyewitness accounts and interviews about the murders and
atrocities committed against the Bengalis were published by
British newspapers based on their information.

Key Words: Newspapers, Britain, Liberation War, Killings, Atrocities.
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It makes nonsense that India, with its own refugee and population
problems and a frail economy, should have to cope alone with this
additional burden. Even if many of these displaced are waiting
only for some sort of calm before returning to their villages across
the border there is a need for urgent international action to help the
Indian Government bear the strain.®
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Bengali separatism, from the language and anti constitution
movements of the early fifties until today, it should not have been so
surprising. Loyalty became more important than ideology.”**
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